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Jainistic Recension, Story 32
The poverty-statue
When King Bhoja again on another occasion had made complete preparations for
the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the thirty-second statue said: " O
king, he who has magnanimity like VikramSditya's mounts upon this throne." And
when the king askt " Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said: " O
king,
In Avanti-city the noble King Vikrama held supreme sway. One time a certain
merchant's son from a village near AvantI came to Avanti to trade. Seeing what
went on there he was amazed, and went back to Ms own town and told his father,
saying: " Father, whatever merchandise comes to Avanti is all quickly taken by the
people. And whatever remains (unsold), the king takes all of it at eventime, that
there may be no blot resting on the city because no one bought some merchandise
which was brought there." Hearing this his father, who was a rascal, caused to be
made a statue of copper, and giving it the name of Poverty went to Avanti and stood
in the king's highway. And when anyone askt him he said: *' I have brought Poverty
here to sell." "When askt " What is the price ? " he said: " A thousand dinaras."
Hearing this no one took the statue of Poverty. So at eventime the king's officers took
it by the king's command, and gave him the price. And that statue of Poverty was
put away in the treasury. So at night, seeing that Poverty had arrived, the seven-
fold Fortune of the kingdom in her seven-fold form appeared before the king, wear-
ing a resounding jewelled girdle and crown. And the king hurriedly rose up, and with
bows and reverences praised the blessed Fortune, saying:
1.   " Hail to Fortune! for if she is present, all the throng of virtues, tho absent,
are (as good as) present with her; and when she departs, they are (as good as)
gone too, even tho present.
2.   Hail always and everywhere to Fortune, the ornament of the earth, by pro-
ducing whom the sea received the name of the * mine of jewels.*   [Cf. page 124,
JE, 12.3.]
3.  Hail to Fortune, by marrying whom Krsna [Visnu] became renowned in the
three worlds, and whose son Kama [Love] is (for that reason) the rejoicer of men."
[Cf. page 124, JR 12.3.]
Having thus praised her, he askt the reason for her appearance. Then Fortune said:
** O king, I am going to leave; Poverty has come into your treasury." Thereupon
the king said: ** O goddess, all the worldly happiness that there is is subject to your
favor; therefore do not go! " Then Fortune said: " Where Poverty is, I will in no
wise remain." Hearing this the king said: " Inasmuch as the statue of Poverty has
once been acquired by me, it has been acquired; this may not be changed. If you are
going to leave, then go." Hearing this Fortune departed. A moment later Under-
standing came to Mm and said: " O king, where Poverty is we do not stay; for this
reason Fortune has now gone, and I also am about to go." And tho the king would
have restrained him, Understanding would not stay, but took leave of the king and
departed. Once more, in another moment, Courage came and said to the king: **O
king, where Poverty is, there we do not stay. For this reason Fortune and Under-